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Examiner 
Art Unit 



Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application are: 

(X) An Information Disclosure Statement and PTO/SB/08 equivalent listing references for 
consideration: 

(X) Listing 52 references. 

(X) Enclosing 7 references. 

(X) The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or 
credit any overpayment, to Account No. 11-1410. 



(X) Return prepaid postcard. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and all 
marked attachments are being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first-class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450, on 



January 13^2006 
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Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application is a PTO/SB/08 Equivalent listing 
52 references to be considered by the Examiner. Also enclosed are 7 foreign patent references 
and/or non-patent literature as listed on the Information Disclosure Statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the receipt of a first Office 
Action on the merits, and presumably no fee is required. If a first Office Action on the merits 
was mailed before the mailing date of this Statement, the Commissioner is authorized to charge 
the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1410. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE>fARTprcrQ^SON & BEAR, LLP 
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28 


5,868,668 


02-09-1999 


Weiss 






29 


5,976,146 


11-02-1999 


Ogawa et al. 





Examiner Signature 



Date Considered 



♦Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



T 1 - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached. 



PTO/SB/08 Equivalent 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Application No. 


10/686,603 


Filing Date 


October 15, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Gene P. DiPoto 


Art Unit 


3731 


(Multiple sheets used when necessary) 


Examiner 


Unknown 


SHEET 2 OF 3 


Attorney Docket No. 


ENDIUS.027CPC1 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Dnrnmpnt Numhpr 

Number - Kind Code (if known) 
example. i,£w4,obf bi 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 


Pages, Columns, Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
rigures nppear 






U,wOO, 1 w*t 




I ii i pt al 

l_IU CI dl. 






w I 






V V ClOO 






19 




n^-97-9nm 


MflthpwQ pt 3l 






11 

WW 




05-01-2001 


Horchia pt al 






Id. 
w*r 


fi 1S4 QQS 

U,WWt,wwW 


01-19-9002 


Hnftman pt al 

1 IVJIIIIICIII CI Olm 






1*5 


fi 1^8 9fifi 


03-9002 


Rnnutti 

Uul IU III 






36 


6,464,634 


10-15-2002 


Fraser 
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Wright et al. 
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03-30-2004 
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39 
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Davison et al. 
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DE 202 16 712 U 1 
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Geister Medizintechnik 
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Atlantis Surgical, Jakoscope® Minimally Invasive Direct Access Surgical Technology, leaflet 1998 
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Caspar, Wolfhard, M.D. et al., The Caspar Microsurgical Discectomy and Comparison with a 
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Balfour Retractors and Blades Catalog, 1997 
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